OVEC Web page information for VI
Many people have some type of visual problem at some point in their lives. Some can no longer see objects far away. Others have problems reading small print. These types of conditions are often easily treated with eyeglasses or contact lenses.  But when one or more parts of the eye or brain that are needed to process images become diseased or damaged, severe or total loss of vision can occur. In these cases, vision can't be fully restored with medical treatment, surgery, or corrective lenses like glasses or contacts.

Visual impairment is a term experts use to describe any kind of vision loss, whether it's someone who cannot see at all or someone who has partial vision loss.  Some people are completely blind, but many others have what's called legal blindness. They haven't lost their sight completely but have lost enough vision that they'd have to stand 20 feet from an object to see it as well as someone with perfect vision could from 200 feet away.
Teachers of the Visually Impaired are education professionals who have a special certification to work with visually impaired and blind students.  Their major responsibilities include: 

· Perform functional vision and learning media assessment

· Interpret medical eye reports as they relate to education

· Consult with classroom teachers, parents, students and other school personnel

· Participate in team assessments and meetings

· Assist in procuring necessary equipment and materials

· Monitor student progress in academic subjects

· Provide instruction in compensatory skills as needed in vision specific areas such as: Braille, low vision devices, assistive technology, daily living skills, social skills, recreation and leisure skills and self advocacy
 If your child’s district does not currently have a teacher of the visually impaired you can contact the school and they will in turn contact the Teacher Consultant from the School for the Blind Outreach department, who can assist with assessment and program planning.  
Vision Resources
Kentucky School for the Blind   www.ksb.k12.ky.us 

Visually Impaired Preschool Services- Services for blind and visually impaired babies and toddlers birth to 3 years  www.vips.org
American Printing House for the Blind- Product for Blind and Visually Impaired children and adults www.APH.org
Texas School for the Blind- Multi-layered site parents and educators on blindness and visual impairments  www.tsbvi.edu
Blind Babies Foundation- Factsheets on various eye conditions and their implications www.blindbabies.typepad.com/resources
Kentucky Office for the Blind- State government rehabilitation agency that offers assistance to persons who are blind or visually impaired  http://blind.ky.gov/
National Foundation of the Blind- Largest membership organization of blind people in the United States working as advocates to improve the lives of blind and visually impaired persons  www.nfb.org
Parent Pals- Special education community where parents and professionals share information and offer support  www.parentpals.com/gossamer/pages
Eye Terminology- Dictionary of eye terminology www.eyeglossary.net/
Products- www.MaxiAids.com   www.IndependentLiving.com
Downloadable Forms
KIMRC eye report form www.ksb.k12.ky.us/Resources/Documents/Eye%20Report%20Form%2010-7.pdf
KSB referral for outreach services (see attached)

KSB teacher interview prior to assessment (see attached)

KSB Low vision clinic referral form and procedure (see attached)

