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	Name
	Publisher
	Cost
	Age range
	Description of the test
*see further details on pages below 
	Possible uses
	Exclusively designed for ASD?
	Can it be used for ongoing evaluation?

	TASP:
Test of
Aided-Communication
Symbol Performance
Pg. 6
	Spectronics
	$399
	Children through adults
	Tool for assessing symbolic skills
(additional info with PPT)
	· Designing a communication board
· Selecting an appropriate AAC device
· Establishing appropriate AAC intervention goals
	Not exclusive to ASD
	The test serves as a tool to benchmark progress

	Social Networks




Pg. 7
	ACI- Augmentative Communication, Inc.
	$80 manual & 10 booklets
	Children through adults
	Communication inventory for individuals with complex communication needs
	· Assessment and intervention planning tool
· Setting goals
· Measuring outcomes
· Making transition plans
· Prepare for IEP etc
	Not exclusive to ASD
	Yes

	INCH
Interactive Checklist for Augmentative Communication
Pg. 8
	Pro-ed
	$58 
	Not specified
	Evaluates communicative effectiveness

	· Plan remedial strategies

	Not exclusive to ASD
	Yes, yields a score to guide intervention

	PECS
Picture
Exchange 
Communication
System



Pg. 9
	Pyramid
	Training
Pro-$395
Parents
$295
Training manual w/CD $74.95
	Children through adults
	Preference assessment helps in this method for teaching functional communication skills
	· Requesting
· Express wants and needs
	Not exclusive but highly recommended
	Data recording sheets are part of the program

	Name
	Publisher
	Cost
	Age range
	Description of the test
*see further details on pages below 
	Possible uses
	Exclusively designed for ASD?
	Can it be used for ongoing evaluation?

	EvaluWare





Pg. 10
	Tobii AT
	$150
	Children through adults
	Identifies the best computer access methods and ideal AAC setups for users with special needs
	Assess
· Motor/access skills
· Looking skills
· Listening skills
· Other related skills



	Not exclusive to ASD
	Ease of reporting and complete evaluation tool

	Functional AAC Intervention





Pg. 11
	Pro-ed
	$59
	4-21
	Develop a comprehensive intervention program for nonverbal or unintelligible children
	· Improve social interaction, independence and participation
· Train classroom assistants, peer buddies, teachers and others


	Not exclusive to ASD
	Reproducible worksheets, questionnaires, and observation protocols

	Handbook of AAC







Pg. 12
	Plural Publishing
	$98
	Children through adults
	How-to text for training students or individuals who are new to the AAC process.
	Contains
· History/background of AAC
· AAC assessment process
· Funding process
· Steps of treatment/ therapy/intervention
· Overview of laws
· Other resources


	Not exclusive to ASD
	Used to access or upgrade needs

	Name
	Publisher
	Cost
	Age range
	Description of the test
*see further details on pages below 
	Possible uses
	Exclusively designed for ASD?
	Can it be used for ongoing evaluation?

	Augmentative & Alternative Communication Profile







Pgs. 12-14
	LinguiSystems

	$32.95







	2-adult







	Includes everything  you need to assess communication competence and design interventions for people who need AAC systems

	· Identify areas of strength
· Identify areas that may need intervention and  instruction
· Determine functional, long-range outcomes 
· Identify and define roles of AAC support team
· Identify and provide optimal learning environments
	Not exclusive to ASD
	Can be used to determine a baseline for Communication Competence Level

	Practical AAC: A Guide to Developing Functional Communication Skills

Pg. 15
	AMDi
Advanced Multimedia Devices, Inc
	Practical AAC - $175
AAC Guide Bundle Kit 
$3368
	Children through adults
	Provides guidance for therapists, teachers, parents, etc. working with those in need of communication assistance
	· Determine a starting point
· Teach communication skills
· Help therapy sessions stay on target
	Not exclusive to ASD
	Each chapter includes suggested therapy goals and an AAC continuum to help stay on target

	Communication Matrix

Pgs. 18-19
	Oregon Health & Science University
	Free
	All ages
	Assessment tool
	Used to document the expressive communication skills 
	No
	Can be used to set goals and monitor progress



*All descriptions of products taken directly from sources


· TASP: Test of Aided-Communication Symbol Performance
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/product/tasp-test-of-aided-communication-symbol-performance
An easy-to-use tool for assessing symbolic skills, TASP provides a starting point for
· designing a communication board
· selecting an appropriate Alternative/Augmentative Communication (AAC) device page set
· establishing appropriate AAC intervention goals for symbolic and syntactic development
Additionally, the test serves as a tool to benchmark progress in aided communication performance.
TASP uses Picture Communication Symbols (PCS) and complements other components of the AAC assessment process.
Subtests, which can be administered over a period of sessions, are included for:
· symbol size and number
· grammatical encoding
· categorisation
· and syntactic performance
Basals and ceilings are established for each subtest.
· Appropriate for children through adults who have the physical ability of functional pointing 
· Everything you need for your AAC assessment is included 
· Administration time is 10 to 20 minutes 
· TASP is in a self-standing folder, making it easy to administer the test 
· Scoring procedures are objective and rapid 
· Reproducible test forms included on CD-ROM – no more buying test forms
· Social Networks
http://www.augcominc.com/index.cfm/social_networks.htm 
Social Networks: A Communication Inventory for Individuals with Complex Communication Needs and their Communication Partners

This assessment and intervention planning tool includes a Manual and Inventory Booklet designed to help professionals work with family members and individuals with complex communication needs to determine the most appropriate technologies and communication strategies for communication with partners in various context.
The Social Networks Video features five individuals with complex communication needs and their “social network” of family, friends, acquaintances, paid professionals and people in the community (store clerks for example.) The video depicts how the Social Networks Communication Inventory by Sarah Blackstone and Mary Hunt Berg can assist teams in (1) setting goals, (2) measuring outcomes, (3) making transition plans and (4) preparing IEPs, IPPs and so on. Also, the Social Networks video can increase the likelihood that teams collaborate and make good decisions about assistive technology recommendations.
The Social Networks DVD includes the video (see above), plus expanded interviews with Michael B. Williams (on using multi-modalities), Elisa Kingsbury (tips for administering Social Networks), and David P. Wilkins (a linguist's perspective on using Social Networks with people with aphasia).
Click here to order
Social Networks Frequently Asked Questions
Complete the Social Networks Clinical Survey
Examples of Clinical uses of Social Networks
From time to time we will add case examples of how clinicians, individuals who rely on AAC and advocates are using Social Networks. If you have something you would like to share, please contact us through email at sarahb@augcominc.com. Click on example below.
Mr. R: A Person with Aphasia by Juli Trautman Pearson
· INCH
http://www.proedinc.com/customer/ProductView.aspx?ID=2590&sSearchWord=INCH 
INCH: INteraction CHecklist for Augmentative Communication (11066) 
Our Price: $58.00 

ORDERING OPTIONS:
· INCH Checklists (25) $24.00
This measure evaluates communicative effectiveness. INCH helps you plan remediation strategies for nonspeaking clients who use either electronic or manual augmentative/alternative communication (AAC) systems. INCH is the premiere instrument for this purpose. The simple protocol uses a checklist format to evaluate skill areas, including: 
· responding to greetings from others 
· introducing self when appropriate 
· using AAC system without prompting 
· seeking help 
· using pauses for greater clarity 
This criterion-referenced measure yields a score or detailed comments to guide intervention. The manual includes goals, objectives, and many intervention ideas for clients at all severity levels. 
COMPLETE INCH KIT INCLUDES: Manual, 25 checklists (©1991) 




· PECS
For ultimate benefit, those working with students with communication problems should attend a training workshop to learn how to use this program.
The Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS)
Put the power in the children's hands with this popular and well-respected AAC Training System! 
$69.00 

The Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS™) is designed for use with children with autism and related developmental disabilities. It empowers children to proactively engage in communication exchanges by teaching children to approach their communication partner (friend, parent, etc.) and exchange a picture of a desired item in exchange for that item.
Suitable in a variety of settings, PECS™ enables children to calmly and clearly make a request within the first day of training, and requires no extensive equipment, comprehensive testing or expensive training. A DVD is also available.

http://www.pecsusa.com/ 
Trainings

Pyramid Educational Consultants, Inc. is the exclusive home of all trainings for the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) and Pyramid Approach to Education. Trainings are presented by our dynamic group of consultants, all with extensive expertise in autism and related developmental disabilities. Presenters all have a wealth of hands-on experience, with a variety of backgrounds including speech-language pathologists, behavior analysts, psychologists and classroom teachers. Click here to learn more about each of our consultants. The creators of PECS, Andy Bondy, PhD and Lori Frost, MS/CCC-SLP continue to offer trainings around the globe. Click here for the opportunity to register for a workshop presented by Andy and Lori!

Any professional and/or parent of a learner with autism or related disability should consider attending a training. PECS is a functional communication system that can be used across the age span. As such, parents/professionals working with infants/toddlers, school-aged children, adolescents and adults are all encouraged to attend. Previous attendees have included parents, special education teachers, general education teachers, paraprofessionals, in-home support workers, speech-language pathologists, psychologists, behavior analysts, pediatricians, occupational therapists, physical therapists, social workers and administrators. Trainings are designed to include a variety of teaching styles. Each workshop consists of trainer-lead discussions/lecture, video models of skills described, opportunities for practice/role play and plenty of time for questions and answers. Consultants strive to tailor the workshops to the individual needs of the group. Many evaluations indicate that the trainings are, "The best training I have ever attended" and "Should be required for all parents/professionals of learners with autism". 

At the conclusion of each workshop, each participant will receive a certificate of attendance. Certificates can be submitted for continuing education requirements for many certification boards. Pyramid Educational Consultants, Inc. is pleased to provide Continuing Education Units (CEUs) for ASHA and BACB. Participants attending a Pyramid-sponsored training are eligible to receive CEUs at no additional charge. For onsite trainings and seminars, clients may choose to offer these CEUs for their participants. Please contact us directly for more information. 
· Evaluware     http://www.tobiiati.com/corporate/products/evaluware.aspx 
What is EvaluWare?
EvaluWare is the only software program that helps Speech/Language Pathologists, Occupational Therapists and AT Professionals identify the best computer access methods and ideal AAC setups for users with special needs. 
Features & Benefits 															           Comprehensive EvaluWare combines several types of assessments into one package to identify the best settings and preferences for the user based on motor/access, looking, listening and other related skills. 
Motor/Access Skills are assessed through identifying the learner's: 
· appropriate input method - touchscreen, mouse, switch, keyboard or alternative pointer 
· ideal settings for that access method
Looking Skills are assessed through identifying the learner's:
· ideal visual target - select size of square target, thickness of border and text size 
· optimum number of targets - select up to 24 targets displayed per screen 
· type of image used as target - select photographs, color symbols, drawings or text
Listening Skills are assessed through identifying the learner's:
· preferred type of feedback - up to 6 sounds available when a target is selected 
· preferred voice - choose from 3 male, 3 female, boy, girl or 3 fun voices
Other Related Skills are assessed through identifying the learner's:
· ability to use an on-screen keyboard 
· readiness to use word prediction software
Ease of Reporting
EvaluWare allows professionals to keep track of the specific preferences for many learners in one program. Develop reports on-screen, then print or save them, even complete them later. 													        Complete Evaluation Tool
EvaluWare provides easy and effective solutions to potential roadblocks in the assessment process. Maintain the learner's interest while continuing the evaluation with Fun and Games. Explore strategies for modifying standardized tests to make them accessible. 
· Functional AAC Intervention
http://www.proedinc.com/customer/ProductView.aspx?ID=2578&sSearchWord=functional%20AAc%20intervention 
A Team Approach
Now you can develop a comprehensive intervention program for nonverbal or unintelligible children who use augmentative/alternative communication (AAC). This book, appropriate for students ages 4 through 21, is filled with ideas and materials for improving social interaction, independence, and participation. This excellent guide is based on the concept of creating a support team. So you'll find in-depth materials for training classroom assistants, peer buddies, teachers, and others who interact most with these children. The easy-to-follow approach provides sample IEP goals, ways to identify communication needs, and vocabulary selection guidelines along with sample communication boards. You'll love the handy reproducible worksheets, questionnaires, and observation protocols.

· How to Use AAC
http://www.proedinc.com/customer/ProductView.aspx?ID=3599&sSearchWord=How%20to%20use%20Augmentative%20And%20Alternative%20communiation 
This manual reviews AAC applications for individuals with ASD. In the section titled Overview of AAC and ASD, AAC is defined and described to provide the knowledge necessary for effective clinical decision-making. Basic facts are overviewed and the impact of AAC on the emergence of natural speech is discussed. In addition, the communicative impairments of persons with ASD are briefly reviewed and the characteristics of ASD that make AAC a logical choice for so many individuals are considered. This section ends with a review of literature specific to AAC use among persons with ASD. 
The following section, Promoting Effective Practices, presents a series of recommended practices to help guide parents and practitioners in the establishment and implementation of AAC. The section titled Juan’s AAC Story illustrates recommended practices through scenarios from the life of one individual. Throughout this manual there are exercises and questions designed to encourage the reader to apply content in real-world ways. Clearly, this work is not an exhaustive resource. It is, however, a starting point and guide for those interested in using AAC with children and adults with ASD. 




· Handbook of AAC
http://www.pluralpublishing.com/publication_haac.htm 
Handbook of Augmentative and Alternative Communication is an introductory how-to text for training students or individuals who are new to the AAC process. Comprised of approximately six chapters, the content is at an introductory level consisting of: (a) the history and background of augmentative and alternative communication (AAC), (b) the AAC assessment process (steps and procedures), (c) the funding process/streams for obtaining an AAC system, (d) the steps of treatment/therapy/intervention for AAC to include goals and outcomes, (e) an overview of laws, rules, and regulations governing AAC assessment and delivery of services, and (f) resources to include templates, websites, textbooks, etc. that are useful in developing expertise in the area of AAC. Case examples on DVD are included for use in the assessment and treatment steps of AAC.
Many speech-language pathologists—as well as individuals in related professions such as occupational therapy, physical therapy, special education, etc.—periodically need to do an assessment, or develop a therapy plan, or access funding for AAC systems/devices, yet have little or sporadic experience in this extremely specialized field. With this in mind, Dr. Higdon has produced a new book that provides the introductory steps to allow an individual to assess and begin treatment with someone who needs AAC for the first time or is in need of an upgraded system because of his or her communication progress. Readers will be able to open to the first page and begin the steps of an assessment or find the resources for funding a device.

Dr. Higdon is uniquely qualified to write this book. She brings to bear over over twenty-five years of experience in the area of AAC, including a time as Chair of the ASHA Special Interest Division in AAC. Dr. Higdon’s vision is that the book will meet the need for this type of text with the basics, as well as quick access to other resources. The result is an eminently accessible resource that will prove invaluable to both experienced speech-language pathologists and team members involved in the care of severely disabled clients, as well as graduate students who need to master the basics of AAC.

· Augmentative & Alternative Communication Profile
http://www.linguisystems.com/itemdetail.php?id=10547 
Developed by Tracy M. Kovach, Ph.D., one of the leaders in interventions for the use of AAC systems, the profile also functions as a guide to help you manage clients who use any type of speech-generating AAC system.  The profile allows you to:
· Identify areas of strength
· Identify areas that may need intervention and instruction
· Determine functional, long-range outcomes and the steps toward achieving them
· Make objective comparisons of individual performance over time toward desired outcomes
· Identify ways that AAC support team members can define and coordinate their roles for intervention and instruction programs
· Identify and provide optimal learning environments
The profile measures subjective, functional skills for developing communicative competence using AAC systems and may require supplemental assessments of communication performance.  It was originally developed for use with children who use speech-generating systems; however, it is appropriate for use with adults who do not have acquired communication disorders and who are using AAC systems.  The profile is not specific to disorder, severity, or setting.
Rationale
The profile grew out of the literature related to critical pathways and continuums of care.  Critical pathways, or care paths, are multidisciplinary management plans in medical fields that are implemented to increase quality of care and efficiency and to reduce costs.  In educational programs, similar plans are known as curricula or grade-level standards.  Such management plans provide:
· Assessment of current performance to desired outcomes
· Steps needed to achieve the outcomes
· Long-range view and description of desired outcomes
Subtests
The profile contains four Areas of Learning (adapted from the work and publication of Janice Light [1989]).  Each Area of Learning assesses skills through five ability-based levels called Skill Set Levels.  Skill Set Levels range from simple and early functioning to independent use and AAC system mastery.
Operational Area of Learning
Assess the development of the technical skills used to operate the AAC system, including the ability to access the system to transmit information.  Skill Set Levels include Orientation and Awareness, Manipulation, Focused Use, AAC System Navigation, and AAC System Programming and Use.
Linguistic Area of Learning
Assess the development of receptive and expressive language skills used in the home and community, the knowledge and use of the language "code" of the AAC system, and the ability to attend to both during a communicative interaction.  Skill Set Levels include Communication Awareness, Communication with Specific Meaning, Communication by Combining Words, Communication Using Syntax and Morphology, and Communication Using Refined Language.
Social Area of Learning
Assess the development of skills needed for social communication including the individual's self-image as a communicator and the desire to communicate reciprocally with others.  Skill Set Levels include Natural Behaviors, Effective Regulatory Behaviors, Practiced Interaction, Social Awareness and Competence, and Social Mastery.
Strategic Area of Learning              
Assess the knowledge of what can be communicated and how best to communicate it as well as developing compensatory strategies for effective communication.  Skill Set Levels include Pre-Intentional/Reflexive, Intentional, Programmed Message Use, Appropriate Message Selection and Use, and Strategic Mastery.
Examiner Qualifications
Although the Augmentative & Alternative Communication Profile is best used under the guidance of a speech-language pathologist, it is intended for use by a multidisciplinary team of individuals who have knowledge about the person's physical, cognitive, and social skills as they relate to AAC.
Test Procedure 
· Testing Time:  60-90 minutes
· Results are based on observation of skills.  A person's ability to perform a skill (using an AAC system) may be established at times other than during the actual administration of the profile.
· An entire Area of Learning should be assessed within the same evaluation session..
· Different Areas of Learning may be assessed at different times, though overall performance in all Areas of Learning should be assessed within 1 to 2 weeks. 
· Assess the individual's functional communication skills (using an AAC system) using materials that are typically available and appropriate during interactions.
· Observation is adequate for completing most assessment items; however, at times it may be necessary to ask or prompt the individual to perform a certain skill. 
Test Scoring 
· Rate the frequency an individual demonstrates the skills/behaviors on this numerical scoring scale:
     3 = Frequently (or always and independently)
     2 = Sometimes (or often and sometimes needs help)
     1 = Seldom (or never, even with help)
· Determine the highest Skill Set Level in which the majority of assessment items are frequently demonstrated.  This becomes the current Communicative Competence Level.
· Consult with the AAC support team to establish a desired Communicative Competence Level and/or to determine at which levels the individual sometimes demonstrates a majority of the assessment items.
· Current and Desired Communicative Competence Levels may vary for each Area of Learning (Operational, Linguistic, Social and Strategic).
 

· Practical AAC: A Guide to Developing Functional Communication Skills
http://www.amdi.net/practical-aac-guide/ 

Practical AAC was created to provide guidance for therapists, teachers, parents and other caregivers working with individuals in need of communication assistance. It is written in simple step by step terms learned through years of experience and provides practical procedures, goals, techniques, and activities to build a foundation for more complex communication skills. The guide provides instruction to teach individuals augmentative communication skills from single message activation all the way to phrase building. It includes a “Starting Point” checklist to determine a user’s communication entry point and a handy chart which correlates normal language development and an AAC continuum to help therapy session stay on target. Each chapter includes suggested therapy goals, a detailed activity description, pre-made activities and charting sheets. Not sure which device is more appropriate for an individual? Use the “Decision Point” flow chart to help determine which device is the most appropriate. Truly everything you need to foster foundational augmentative device use.
Practical AAC Includes:
· Checklist to determine entry point 
· Suggested therapy goals 
· Directions for setting up each activity 
· Detailed activity progression 
· 6 Pre-made pre-recorded activities per chapter 
· Charting forms 
· And more 
Excerpts of the guide can be viewed here as an interactive flip book, or you can view the PDF document here.
Click here for Pricing Information
Click here for AAC Guide Bundle Kit



· Communication Matrix
http://www.communicationmatrix.org/Default.aspx 
The Communication Matrix is an assessment tool designed to pinpoint exactly how an individual is communicating and to provide a framework for determining logical communication goals. It was first published in 1990 and was revised in 1996 and 2004 by Dr. Charity Rowland of Oregon Health & Science University. It was designed primarily for speech-language pathologists and educators to use to document the expressive communication skills of children who have severe or multiple disabilities, including children with sensory, motor and cognitive impairments. The original version for professionals is still available in print for purchase at www.designtolearn.com. It uses a concise format that is designed for rapid administration by persons familiar with the assessment.
What populations may benefit from the use of Social Networks Communication Inventory?
The tool is appropriate for individuals who have complex communication needs, independent of their age, diagnosis or current functional abilities. To date, we know clinicians have used Social Networks with individuals who have a wide range of developmental and acquired disorders, including aphasia, apraxia, autism, cerebral palsy, developmental delay (unspecified), Down syndrome, dysarthria, dual sensory impairment, multiple sclerosis, severe cognitive/linguistic challenges and traumatic brain injury. The Inventory assists in identifying a person's communication repertoire and strengths as well as existing communication barriers. It systematically involves the individual (if possible) and primary communication partners, and seeks to strengthen and/or build an individual's social networks.
Can the use of the Social Networks Communication Inventory assist teams in setting goals for AAC intervention that enhance communication?
Yes. The goal of Social Networks is not only to improve the quality of the communication of the individual with complex communication needs, but also to improve their partners communication efforts. (Put another way, the goal is to improve interactions, not individuals.) 'Social networks' are networks of interaction and communication exchange. The best and most obvious starting point for assessing effectiveness of day-to-day communication, therefore, is to look at the current strengths and weaknesses of communicative interactions within an individual's current set of social networks, and use this information as the basis for planning for future improvement and expansion of networks, topics, technologies and techniques.
It is impossible to take a 'one-size-fits-all' approach and expect to provide appropriately nuanced interventions. Only by understanding the 'social-network present' are we able to plan for the 'social-network future' and the supports that are required for individuals with complex communication needs to experience successful interactions throughout their daily life.
Title: Comprehensive Screening Tool for Determining Optimal Communication Mode
Author: House, Linda Infante; Rogerson, Brenda S.
Purpose: "To evaluate the clients' performative skills in the areas of vocal production (Oral Skills Battery), gestural and motor production (Manual Skills Battery), and response to symbols and pictorial content (Pictographic Skills Battery)."
Acronym: CST
Note: Reviewed in The Tenth Mental Measurements Yearbook (1989). Publisher status unknown as of November 1998. Will consider out of print.
Publisher: United/DOK Publishers
Publisher address: No publisher address is available; status unknown.
Reviewed In: Conoley, J. C., & Kramer, J. J. (Eds.). (1989). The tenth mental measurements yearbook. Lincoln, NE: Buros Institute of Mental Measurements. To purchase this review, click on "Add Review to Shopping Cart."
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