TRANSITION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is Transition?

Transition services means a coordinated set of activities for a student with a disability that is designed within a results-oriented process, that is focused on improving the academic and functional achievement of the child with a disability to facilitate the child’s movement from school to post school activities, including post-secondary education, vocational education, integrated employment (including supported employment), continuing and adult education, adult services, independent living, or community participation.

When Does Transition for Students with Disabilities Begin?

Beginning at age fourteen (14), or younger is determined appropriate by the ARC, the IEP for a child with a disability shall include a statement of the transition service needs of the child under the applicable components of the child’s IEP that focus on the child’s course of study.  This statement shall be updated annually.  This transition discussion should be aligned with the child’s Individual Graduation Plan (Individual Learning Plan).  The reauthorized Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004) states that beginning not later than the first Individual Education Plan (IEP) to be in effect when the child is 16, and updated annually thereafter, the IEP must include appropriate, measurable postsecondary goals, including transition services needed to assist the child in reaching those goals.
What Must be Included in the IEP Regarding Transition?

· Beginning at age fourteen (14), or younger is determined appropriate by the ARC, the a statement of the transition service needs of the child;
· Appropriate measurable postsecondary goals based upon age appropriate transition assessments related to training, education, employment, and, where appropriate, independent living skills;

· The transition services (including courses of study) needed to assist the child in reaching those goals, including, if appropriate, a statement of interagency responsibilities or any needed linkages; and

· Beginning not later than 1 year before the child reaches the age of majority under State law, a statement that the child has been informed of the child’s rights under IDEA, if any, that will transfer to the child upon reaching the age of majority.

How are Transition Services Identified?

Identifying transition service needs begins with a conversation between the student, the student's parents, and school personnel about the student's career goals and interests. This process starts as early as sixth grade as the child is beginning the development of his/her Individual Graduation Plan (Individual Learning Plan).  Then, beginning not later than the IEP to be in effect when the child is 16, postsecondary goals must be identified which are based upon age appropriate transition assessments related to training, education, employment, and, where appropriate, independent living skills. Needed services and supports are then determined to meet those career goals, interests, and preferences. These services and supports may include:

· Assessments:

· Vocational 

· Functional behavior

· Interest inventories

· Learning styles

· Assistive technology

· Specialized Instruction or Training

· Community-Based Work Experience

· On-the-Job Training

Who Should be Involved in the Transition Planning?

The student, family, special educator, guidance counselor, vocational educator, vocational evaluator, therapists, adult agency service providers, and others that the family or school identify are possible members of the IEP transition planning team. Students must be invited to participate in transition planning. The transition services must be based on the student's needs, interests, and preferences.

What is required of Schools as the Child Graduates?

The IDEA 04 states that, for a child whose eligibility terminates because of graduation from secondary school with a regular diploma, or due to exceeding the age eligibility for a free appropriate public education under state law, the school district shall provide the child with a summary of the child’s academic achievement and functional performance, which shall include recommendations on how to assist the child in meeting the child’s post-secondary goals.

How Do I Find Out More About Transition for Students with Disabilities?

Talk to your local special education teacher, guidance counselor, or director of special education.  For more information, contact the KY Department of Education at (502) 564-4970. 

