Using Visual Aids to Enhance Instruction for Students with Autism

WTSEC Summer  Institute
Jean Isaacs A.T.P.

Debbie Sharon 

Software

Boardmaker from Mayer Johnson http://www.mayer-johnson.com is a graphics database containing over 3,000 Picture Communication Symbols (from PCS Books I, II, & III) in bitmapped clip art form. The program allows you to make communication displays, quickly find and paste pictures, Print displays, Make worksheets, picture instruction sheets, reading books, journals, or posters.

IntelliKeys,IntelliPics, Overlay Maker and Intellitalk II from IntelliTools http://www.intellitools.com Expanded keyboard, standard and customized boards and on screen activities 

Sites where you can download Boardmaker and IntelliTools set-ups http://www.setbc.org/res/equip/boardmaker/files.html 

http://schou.sd41.bc.ca/district/boardmaker.htm 

http://www.stcharles.k12.la.us/SpEdWEB/AT.htm 

http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/curriculum/pep/teachercreate.html#bfiles 

http://lserver.aea14.k12.ia.us/atteam/at/al.html 

http://www.ovec.org/ride/Home/index.htm 

http://ipserv2.aea14.k12.ia.us/atteam/at/act.ga.htm 

http://education.qld.gov.au/tal/liu/support/learn/act_shar/bm2_indx.htm 

http://www.mindspring.com/~mdtech1/activity_pages/activity1.html 

http://www.sbcss.k12.ca.us/sbcss/specialeducation/ecthematic/pcsware.html
Dynasyms for Boardmaker 

http://www.dynavoxsys.com/products/cat_dynasyms_boardmaker.html
Dynavox from Dynavox AAC Software and dedicated AAC device http://www.dynavoxsys.com  

Dynavox Page Exchange http://members.aol.com/dds4kids/dynavox.html
Discover OnScreen, DiscoverBoard from Don Johnston Developmental Equipment http://www.donjohnston.com talking keyboards for comptuer access communication and writing needs 

Gus Multimedia Speech System from Gus http://www.gusinc.com Augmentaive Communication Software Demo available for download 

Talking Screen from Words + http://www.words-plus.com Pictographic communication software that uses Mayer-Johnson symbols and pictures to communicate. Demo available for download
Clicker4 from Crick Software http://www.cricksoft.com/index.htm Clicker is an on-screen keyboard with speech. Each key (or cell) can hold a letter, word, phrase or picture.

News4you http://www.news-4-you.com A weekly publication for individuals with special needs with line drawn pictures   

Behavioral Programming for Children with Autism from the Autism Academy Courseware Cost 

http://www.d-vista.com/autism   

Picture This & Picture This... Functional Living Skills and Behavioral Rules from Silver Lining Multimedia 914-462-8714  primarily designed to make flash cards and lotto boards 2400 photo quality images works with Boardmaker  http://www.silverliningmm.com/
EyeCon from KidAccess http://www.kidaccess.com/html/main.html over 800 pictures and an on-line catalog for browsing works with Boardmaker also have book and workshops available "From Goals to Data and Back Again"

Labeling Tutor http://members.aol.com/peuapeu discrete trial teaches label or sound associated with picture letters or written words. 

Flash, Flash Pro, and Flash Pro2  http://shops.looksmart.com/aba each CD contains between 5000 - 8500 color photographs that can be made into flash cards. 

Picture It, Pix Writer, Pix Reader and T.A.L.K. from Slater Software http://www.slatersoftware.com Picture It is a tool for teachers to quickly make picture adapted documents, Pix Writer a kids tool for beginning writing and Pix Reader "plays" Picture It files including pictures, words, and highlighting in time with speech! T.A.L.K. Take along language kits.  They also have Alphabet fun for language and literacy, Interactive Books and Adapted Play's 

Writing With Symbols 2000 from Widgit http://www.widgit.com word processor that prints picture communication symbols above or below the words 

A family using this software's web pages http://members.home.net/jdfrohm/index.htm 

Geddes Production http://www.geddesproductions.com  demo's can be downloaded,  has several Alphabet, Get Dressed StoryMaker Language 1 and Photocopy Flash Card Maker

Teach Me to Talk SoftTouch  http://www.funsoftware.com/softtouch screens transition from photographs to picture communication symbols 

Point To Pictures and many many more titles  R.J. Cooper http://www.rjcooper.com To learn about and use pictures to communicate.  Demo's can be downloaded 

Our Friend Ben from Autism Specific Interactive Learning Software Packages Project http://www.asilesp.com (UK cost 30 pounds)

StarWrite Handwriting Software http://www.startwrite.com Type it... Print it...Trace it... in DOT fonts. It's that simple. It's that powerful! StartWrite is now available with three (3) manuscript fonts. Manuscript (Zaner-Bloser), Modern Manuscript (D'Nealian), and italic (Getty-Dubay).

Natalia's Dots Shareware download from Kids Domain http://www.kidsdomain.com/down/mac/natalia.html  A dot-to-dot program with over 60 different pictures, different skill levels, that features numbers 1-26 or the upper or lowercase alphabet. The drawings are often animated in various ways, and most are in color on a color monitor. Well worth registering!

Gaining Face http://ccoder.com/GainingFace for people with Asbergers or high functioning autism learn to recognize facial expressions 

Picture Cue and many more titles from Attainment www.attainmentcompany.com
First Words, First Verbs and many more titles from Laureate Learning Company www.laureatelearning.com 

Words Around Me  from Edmark now a member of the Riverdeep family www.edmark.com 

Materials 

PECS Picture Exchange Communication System http://www.pecs.com Pyramid Educational Consultatnts Books, Video and Materials 

PlaySteps from Hootenany http://www.playsteps.com Books teach constructive play step by step.

Laminated Photo Boards from Behavioral Services and Products  Use full color photo boards to teach your child, adolescent, or adult a wide variety of functional skills, chores, leisure activities, and behavioral rules in the home setting. The photo boards can be used to (1) provide a visual reminder (cue) for the individual; (2) teach functional and daily living skills and; (3) promote independence. **** http://www.behavioralservicesandproducts.com/products.html 

Different Roads to Learning Catalog http://www.difflearn.com reseller for many of the companies listed

TimeTimer from Generaction http://www.timetimer.com "How much time is left?" is a universal question asked by people from every walk of life. Elapsed time is an abstract concept that is difficult to understand and even harder to manage. Yet, managing time is a first step toward independence for many and a critical success factor for everyone. This important concept needs to be clearly understood to promote the efficient use of time. 

JamCam 3.0  Digital Camera adapted for Switch Use from ORCCA Technologies http://store.yahoo.com/orcca/jamdigcamadf.html also has a Polariod Camera adapted for Switch Use 
Links and Resources

Teaching Students with Autism: A guide for Educators  http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/curr_inst/speced/educate.html 

Tin Snips http://members.home.com/tsnips/welcome.html is a special education resource. It contains tools for teachers of individuals with autistic spectrum disorders, related developmental disabilities and young children with special needs (lots of printable materials, games, picture recipes)   **** 

Do2Learn http://www.do2learn.com Great website, free picture cards, link to facial expression game, product guide****

Pics4Learning  http://pics.tech4learning.com/pics/index.htm Copyright friendly images for education **** 

Enchanted Learning http://www.enchantedlearning.com Great Stuff **** 

Also Rebus Rhymes Mother Goose and other Nursery rhymes http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Rhymes.html
Hyperstudio Downloads includes Hyperstudio player http://ipserv2.aea14.k12.ia.us/atteam/at/hs.html 

Books 

Topics in Autism Activity Schedules for Children with Autism Teaching Independent Behavior  Lynn E. McClannahan Ph.D. & Patricia J. Krantz, Ph.D.  $11.95 available at http://www.amazon.com  

Engineering the Classroom Environment for Interactive Symbolic Communication:  18 Months to Five Years Developmentally, by Carol Goossens', Sharon Sapp Crain, and Pamela Elder (1992).  Southeast Augmentative Communication Conference Publications, Clinician Series, 2430 11th Avenue, North, Birmingham, AL  35234,  $39.

No / Yes Rules (Children) 

from Behavioral Services and Products, Inc. 

Many individuals who demonstrate challenging behavioral concerns are visual learners who process information more successfully when expectations are presented in a visual format. The NO rules depict individuals engaging in inappropriate and maladaptive behaviors. The YES rules depict individuals engaging in appropriate and adaptive behaviors.

Some individuals will respond successfully to only the YES rules and will not need to utilize the NO rules. Other individuals may require the use of the NO rules to understand the context of the YES rules - they may need to learn what they are "not supposed to do" in conjunction with "what they are supposed to do." Even if you begin by only using the NO rules, ensure that you have plans to teach the YES rules since we want to emphasize the appropriate and adaptive behaviors.

Tips About Rules:

     1. Select only a few rules at a time to teach and review.

     2. Review rules when the individual is calm and receptive, NOT after the display of behavioral concerns.

     3. Provide descriptive praise and social reinforcement when the individual follows the YES rules.

     4. Model the YES rules when with the individual to encourage appropriate imitation.

No Rules (Children)

The "NO" Rules photo boards depict children engaging in a variety of inappropriate and maladaptive behaviors including noncompliance, property destruction, tantrums, physical aggression, self-injury, self-stimulatory behaviors, etc. A red "NO" symbol is layered upon each photo to indicate that the child is NOT to engage in these behavioral concerns.

Teach and set expectations for children about behaviors that are inappropriate or maladaptive. Use the "YES" Rule photo boards in conjunction to teach and set expectations about behaviors that are appropriate and adaptive.

1. No Rules I

The photo board includes the following rules: No climbing, no yelling, no pulling hair, no punching, no choking, no biting, no picking nose, no pushing, no hitting head, no spitting, no hands in pants, and no biting hand.

2. No Rules II

The photo board includes the following rules: No scratching, no pinching, no throwing, no licking, no dumping, no stripping, no dropping to floor, no taking food, no eating with hands, no running, no hands in pants, and no spilling.

3. No Rules III

The photo board includes the following rules: No hitting, no stimming, no ripping, no head-butting, no mouthing, no kicking holes, no wetting, no grabbing, no shoes off, no leaving bed, no chewing, and no kicking.

4. No Rules IV

The photo board includes the following rules: No banging head, no eating off floor, no flapping, no taking food, no stuffing toilet, no ripping threads, no wiping nose on clothes, no tearing labels, no jumping on bed, no scratching, no ripping and no tantrums.

5. No Rules V

The photo board includes the following rules: No putting things in toilet, no picking skin, no stabbing, no spitting out food, no spitting out drink, no littering, no turning TV volume loud, no standing too close to the TV, no rewinding tapes, no flicking fingers, no grabbing toys, and no rubbing.

6. No Rules VI

The photo board includes the following rules: No chewing shirt, no ramming, no standing in front of the refrigerator, no fingers in mouth, no punching holes, no yelling, no leaving house, no pouring out, no scratching leg, no flicking lights, no wetting pants, and no climbing.

7. No Rules VII

The photo board includes the following rules: No wrestling, no yelling, no pushing, no holes in wall, no climbing, no wiping on sleeve, no grabbing, no rewinding, no TV volume up, no running away, no taking food, and no tripping.

Yes Rules (Children)

The "YES" Rules photo boards depict children engaging in a variety of appropriate and adaptive behaviors including keeping their hands busy, using manners, following directions, respecting property, respecting others, following rules, etc. 

1. Yes Rules I

The photo board includes the following rules: Ask for food (3), tap shoulder to get attention, ask to watch TV, ask to use the computer, ask to go outside, clean up, share with others, chew with mouth closed, wipe mouth with napkin, use utensils, and take turns.

2. Yes Rules II

The photo board includes the following rules: Cover mouth when burping, wipe nose with tissue, wipe nose with handkerchief, lift seat to pee, flush after using toilet, ask to leave table, eat only your food, follow directions, stay with an adult, say excuse me when people are on the phone, wear seatbelt, and stay in bed.

3. Yes Rules III

The photo board includes the following rules: Use high fives to say hi, sit on furniture, always take meds, use a quiet voice, fasten seatbelt, wear your glasses, keep shoes on, take turns on computer, follow timer rules, share books, hands to yourself, and wait quietly.

4. Yes Rules IV

The photo board includes the following rules: Hold hands and stay with adult, touch gently, wash hands after using the toilet, clean up toys, follow directions, do your homework, wipe after poop, put books away, stay at table to eat, stay in seat in car, sleep in your bed, and stay calm in car seat.

Text taken from http://www.behavioralservicesandproducts.com 
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