Ziggurat Model
This intervention contains five levels in a “hierarchal” structure. In order for the intervention plan to work, each level must be successful and build upon or contribute to the next level. 

The levels include:

· Sensory Differences and Biological Needs

· Reinforcement

· Structure and Visual Supports

· Task Demands

· Skills to Teach

This model begins by using the Underlying Characteristics Checklist (UCC)
The purpose of the UCC:


“The UCC is an informal assessment tool designed specifically to identify characteristics across a number of domains associated with ASD for the purpose of intervention design. Because the UCC requires raters to review a list of behaviors exhibited by individuals with ASD, their understanding of the underlying autism becomes strengthened. Thus, the process of completing the UCC may become an intervention in itself.

The UCC can be used as an initial step in individualized program planning. When specific behavioral difficulties are present, the results of the UCC can also provide a source for identifying the underlying characteristics that may be causing and/or impacting the behavior. 

The UCC is a nonstandardized assessment tool intended for use with individuals of all ages who have previously been diagnosed with ASD. The UCC is not designed or intended for diagnosis of ASD.” (Aspy & Grossman, 2007)

Due to issues of copyright, a copy of the UCC can not be included in this resource binder. I have copies of the UCC form in my office.

For further information on the Ziggurat Model go to www.asperger.net 
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