
When it comes to AAC Intervention for individuals with autism, one must first consider the needs of the person and the level of communication skills. For some, manual signing and gestures will suffice while others may need a more technical approach. Within this guide you will find examples of some of the resources which include speech-generating devices (SGD) that are available through the lending library at OVEC. For more information on how to check out these items, call 502-647-3533 or visit our website at www.ovec.org . The ECS program webpage has a direct link to the Lending Library Catalog.  Also listed is information on some devices that are not in our lending library, but could be purchased through grants or other funding resources. 
	Intervention
	Description


	Ages
For
Use
	What it can do
	Links, resources, references
	Does my
District 
Have it?
	Do I need
Training
To use it?

	PECS
	Picture Exchange Communication System
	Children through adult
	Allows the user to express wants and needs
	http://www.pecsusa.com/ 

http://www.autisminternetmodules.org/ 
Evidence-Based Communication Interventions

PECS training manual and communication boards available for loan 
Contact OVEC for a list of trained professionals in your school district.
	Yes
	Yes

	IntroTalker
	Portable communication and training device 
	Children through adult
	Touch one or a combination of buttons for spoken  words or phrases
	http://www.abledata.com/ 
Designed for high-intelligibility speech with limited vocabulary

http://www.prentrom.com.
A trade-in policy is available for upgrading to the more powerful Touch Talker communication aid. Models of IntroTalker which have remote switch and scanning capabilities are also available; contact the manufacturer for details.
	No
	Minimal 

	Cheap Talk 4
Cheap Talk 8
	Portable communication device
	Children through adult
	Touch the buttons or operate with a switch
	http://enablingdevices.com 
User guides available online

	Yes
	Minimal

	Big Talk
	Single message recording device
	Children through adult
	Touch the large button to play a recorded message
	http://enablingdevices.com 
User guides available online

	Yes
	Minimal

	Switches
	Bic Mac
Jelly Bean
Joy Stick


	All ages
	Switches can be used to operate other devices
	These and other switches are available through the lending library at OVEC. 
	Yes
	Minimal

	Hawk
Black Hawk
Super Hawk
	Hand-held communication devices
	All ages
	Touch icons for voice output
	http://www.adamlab.com/Blackhawk.htm 
Use BoardMaker templates to create personalized communication boards
	Yes
	Minimal


	SpeakEasy
	Hand-held communication device
	All ages
	Direct selection communicator
	http://www.ablenet.com 
	Yes
	Minimal

	Easy Talk
	Hand-held communication device
	All ages
	Touch icons for voice output
	http://www.greattalkingbox.com/etalk 
	Yes
	Minimal

	TechSpeak
6x32
	Hand-held communication device
	All ages
	Touch icons for voice output
	http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/tech-speak 
	Yes
	Minimal

	Hip Talk 1, 2, 4, 10
Hip Step Talker
	Communication device worn like a fanny pack
	Children through adults
	Touch icons for voice output
	http://enablingdevices.com/catalog/assistive_technology_devices_used_in_education/hip-talkers 
	Yes
	Minimal 

	Recordable Picture frames/
albums
	Add voice output to personal photos
	All ages
	Add audible captions to personal photos for communication between school and home
	These items can be purchased at local department stores, Radio Shack, Best Buy, etc.
They can also be purchased online at 
www.amazon.com 
www.pictureframes.com 
	Yes
	Minimal

	Step-by-step communicator
Big Step-by-step
	Single button voice output device
	All ages
	Can be used to record a sequence of messages 
	Instructions for using this device 
http://assistivetech.sf.k12.sd.us/step_by_step_communicator.htm 

http://www.ablenetinc.com/Store/tabid/205/Default.aspx?CategoryCode=108 
	Yes
	Minimal

	DynaMyte 
DynaVox
	Voice output communication board
	Children through adult
	Allows user to form and relay messages
	The DynaMyte 3100 has been discontinued. Similar products can be found at the following website.
DynaVox products are available through Mayer-Johnson
http://www.dynavoxtech.com/default.aspx 
Training for DynaVox provided through online training and also through Bluegrass Technology Center and EnTECH. (see links below)
	Yes

No
	Yes

Yes

	Proloquo to Go
	Software program
	All ages
	Allows the user to turn an I-Phone or  I-Pod Touch into a communication device
	http://www.proloquo2go.com/ 
	At least one OVEC district
	Minimal



http://www.rehabengineer.com/current.html  - This website provides a list of Augmentative Communication Products along with the name of the manufacturer. 
http://www.adaptworld.com/adlsweb4.html  - This website will help you to locate the specific type of device needed for the individual. You can find a list of devices and the vendors who provide the products.
http://www.adaptableminds.com/AACpage3.html  -   This website provides some low-tech strategies for making AAC systems more transportable and “user friendly.”
http://www.katlc.ky.gov   -   The Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation (KATLC) offers low interest loans for qualified applicants with disabilities who need assistive technology.
http://www.bluegrass-tech.org/  - The Bluegrass Technology Center Inc. is a consumer driven, non profit, grassroots organization assisting individuals who have disabilities, their families, and service providers in connecting with various technologies and services that provide the gateway to greater independence, productivity, and quality of life.
https://spalding.edu/content.aspx?id=2166&cid=242 – Enabling Technologies of Kentuckiana provides training opportunities and professional development in the area of Assistive Technology. They also house a lending library that offers assistive devices for a small fee.
www.ovec.org – Contact Sheila Henson for information on summer training opportunities in the most effective use of BoardMaker and Writing with Symbols for creating  communication boards, schedules, work systems, etc.

