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Read and Write Gold:

Support for Writing

Read and Write Gold, by textHELP (www.texthelp.com) has many tools that support the writing process.  This software is available in over 1000 Kentucky schools.

Prewriting
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  Speech Input:  This dictation tool can be used for brainstorming ideas and getting them down without impeding the flow of ideas for students with spelling or physical limitations.

Researching
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  Speech – Play:  Many students have difficulty researching because of limited decoding skills.  This text-to-speech button reads Internet pages aloud, helping students determine which information is applicable to their research.
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  Fact Folder:  This tool functions as electronic 3 x 5 note cards.  As students find information or pictures for transactive writing, they can be saved to the Fact Folder.  The Fact Folder requires that information be filed by topic or category and it automatically keeps track of the URL (web address) for the bibliography, or for returning to the site for further information.  All information in a category can be read aloud, saved to a slide show, or exported to a Word or Palm document, with source links intact.
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  Fact Finder:  Students with poor spelling can use this easy search tool to quickly search on the Internet with predetermined or student chosen search engines.  Just highlight the text within any document and click on the tool.
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  Dictionary:    The speaking dictionary provides more than just definitions.  It expands the meaning of a word to include antonyms, hyponyms (more specific than given word--subordinate), holonyms (whole for the given part), meronyms (part for the given whole), noun coordinates and related words that contain the text.  This expansion can be used as a mini-encyclopedia or to get related words to expand research (ex. Look up Egypt to find parts of, or words related to, Egypt).
Drafting
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  Word Prediction:  Students with very poor spelling, limited physical movement, word retrieval weakness or poor grammar may benefit from the use of the Word Prediction tool.  As students write, up to 12 words are suggested based on keystrokes, grammar, pre-determined topical databases or individual writing style. The tool also provides homophone and dictionary definitions.
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  Speech Input:  Many students compose better orally.  Use of this tool can free up thoughts mired in mechanics and allow the struggling writer to concentrate on content.

Revising
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  Speech – Play:  The reading of text in a document can be done through the Play button.  Students can have their writing read back to them by letter, word, and/or sentence as they type.  The voice, speed and increments can be completely customized by the student and are controlled through the Speech Options menu available next to the Play button.  As students listen to their text many discover omitted words or confusing sentences.
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  Dictionary:  The synonym support built into the dictionary provides a speaking thesaurus, giving students added support for word choice.  Words are replaced in the document at the click of a button.
Editing
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  Spell Check:  This spell check goes beyond the typical tool found in most word processors with speech feedback, phonetic mapping, and dictionary definitions.  Students can listen to the original sentence, suggested corrections and corresponding definitions.  The phonetic map helps the tool suggest the correct word when students spell phonetically.  Definitions help students identify the correct choice from the list.  The spelling log keeps track of individual student errors, providing data for individualized instruction and allowing the software to customize the suggestions list based on previous errors. 
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  Homophones:  The Sounds Like tool helps students distinguish between like sounding words.  Students can see and listen to definitions associated with each homophone and easily correct a misused word with a click of the Replace button.
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