
Read and Write Gold:  Reading Support

How does textreader technology contribute to reading instruction?

Use of Read and Write can strengthen

Fluency, Comprehension, Vocabulary

Fluency 

· Text-to-speech (TTS) gives additional exposure to orally read text

· Dual color highlighting of words as they are read helps reinforce sight word recognition

· Speed of reading (words per minute-wpm) can be controlled by teacher or student and set just above student’s measured speed to push him to greater wpm

· Student can have text repeated numerous times and not take time from teacher

· Student controls increments (word, sentence, paragraph) 

· With increment set at sentence, student gets reinforcement of structure

· With increment set at word, student can have word by word support as needed

Comprehension

· Students are able to comprehend age-appropriate text above decoding level.  Freedom from decoding alleviates frustration and allows concentration on meaning.

· Use of headphones while reading helps students stay focused and engaged with the text and its meaning

· Easy repetition of text eliminates embarrassment in asking for human repetition.

· Speaking homophone support clarifies similar sounding words with a definition.

· Just-in-time dictionary support contributes to comprehension.  Student doesn’t lose train of thought when stopping to look up a word.

Vocabulary

· Speaking dictionary provides definitions for students with poor decoding skills.

· Words can be located in the dictionary automatically without having to spell correctly or use alphabetizing skills.

· Embedded thesaurus aids in understanding.

· Dictionary embedded in spell check supports vocabulary development

Points to remember for digital text:

· As a general rule, Read and Write can read any text that can be highlighted with the mouse (MSWord, Excel, Outlook, Internet, etc.).

· All students can use the tools of Read and Write as a part of their instructional day, including portfolio development.

· Only students with an IEP, 504 Plan, or PSP (limited English) can use the tools of Read and Write as an accommodation during the Spring CATS assessment.

· All students can use non-copyrighted digital text in the public domain. Books are available for free download at numerous text repositories on the Internet.  For a list of sites, go to: http://kysig.louisville.edu/udl/links.htm 

· Only students with disabilities can use electronic copies of copyrighted text, either obtained from the Kentucky Accessible Materials Consortium (KAMC) or scanned by an ‘authorized entity’ (For guidelines on scanning and copyright: http://kysig.louisville.edu/udl/chafee.htm).  If a publisher makes digital versions available for sale to the public, then all students can use them.
· Any school using copyrighted digital materials from KAMC will have to appoint staff person as "Digital Rights Manager" (DRM) to monitor school receipt and use of digital text in accordance with copyright requirements.

· Pdfaloud is a textreader similar to Read and Write.  The toolbar installs in Acrobat Reader when Read and Write Gold or Read and Write for Mac is installed on the computer.

· Many new digital texts will be available from the KAMC after August 1, 2004.  The majority of these books are in pdf format. Check the website regularly for an up to date list of available books: http://kamc.louisville.edu/kyecontent/
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